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Sabbath Law Only For Jews

Recall that the old “covenant” includes the 10 commandments and the Sabbath:

· Deut 4:13 And he declared unto you his covenant, which he commanded you to perform, even ten commandments
· Ex 19:3-5 the Lord called unto him (Moses) out of the mountain, saying, Thus shalt thou say to the house of Jacob, & tell the children of Israel; Ye have seen what I did unto the Egyptians, & how I bare you on eagles’ wings, & brought you unto myself.  … therefore, if ye will obey my voice indeed, and keep my covenant, then ye shall be a peculiar treasure unto me above all people
-
Exodus 20:8 Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy
The Sabbath was a sign between God & Israel, commemorating His bringing them out of Egyptian slavery, meaning it was peculiarly given to Israel, those whose ancestors had come out of Egypt:
Exodus 31:13 Speak thou also unto the children of Israel, saying, Verily my Sabbaths ye shall keep:  for it is a sign between me and you throughout your generations
Exodus 31:16-17 Wherefore the children of Israel shall keep the sabbath, to observe the sabbath throughout their generations, … It is a sign between me and the children of Israel
Ezek 20:10,12 I caused them to go forth out of the land of Egypt, and brought them into the wilderness … Moreover also I gave them my sabbaths, to be a sign between me and them
Deut 5:15 remember that thou wast a servant in the land of Egypt, and that the Lord thy God brought thee out thence … therefore the Lord … commanded thee to keep the sabbath day.

Gentiles were no more obligated to keep the Sabbath than we are obligated to build an ark.
We Are All Gentiles Here !

When Was The Sabbath Law First Given ?

Recall that the old “covenant” includes the 10 commandments and the Sabbath:

· Deut 4:13 And he declared unto you his covenant, which he commanded you to perform, even ten commandments
· Deut 5:1-3 And Moses called all Israel, and said unto them, … the statutes & judgments which I speak in your ears this day, that ye may learn them, & keep, and do them.  The Lord our God made a covenant with us in Horeb.  The Lord made NOT this covenant with our fathers, but with us, even us, who are all of us here alive this day.

-
12 Keep the Sabbath day to sanctify it, as the Lord thy God hath commanded thee.
Neh 9:13-14 Thou camest down . upon mount Sinai, and … gavest them right judgments, and true laws, good statutes & commandments:  And madest known unto them thy holy sabbath, and commandedst them precepts, statutes, and laws, by the hand of Moses …
Ezekiel 20:10-12 Wherefore I caused them to go forth out of the land of Egypt, and brought them into the wilderness.  And I gave them my statutes, and shewed them my judgments, which if a man do, he shall even live in them.  Moreover also I gave them my sabbaths, to be a sign between me and them
Galatians 3:17 … the covenant, that was confirmed before of God in Christ, the law, which was four hundred and thirty years after (the promise to Abraham, ptd), cannot disannul, that it should make the promise of none effect.
The Sabbath Was First Commanded In The Wilderness
Throughout Your Generations
Sabbath – Exodus 31:16-17 … the children of Israel shall keep the Sabbath, to observe the Sabbath throughout their generations ... It is a sign between me and the children of Israel for ever
Sacrifice for sin – Exodus 30:10 blood of the sin offering … throughout your generations
Circumcision - Genesis 17:12 And he that is eight days old shall be circumcised among you, every man child in your generations
Offerings by fire - Leviticus 6:18 All the males among the children of Aaron shall eat of it. It shall be a statute for ever in your generations concerning the offerings of the Lord made by fire
Wave offering - Leviticus 23:21 ye shall do no servile work therein: it shall be a statute for ever … throughout your generations
Day of Atonement - Leviticus 23:31 Ye shall do no manner of work: it shall be a statute for ever throughout your generations
Feast of booths - Leviticus 23:41 And ye shall keep it a feast unto the Lord seven days in the year. It shall be a statute for ever in your generations: ye shall celebrate it in the seventh month.
Lamps and oil - Leviticus 24:3 statute for ever in your generations
Levite service - Num 18:23 the Levites shall do the service of the tabernacle, … it shall be a statute for ever throughout your generations, among the children of Israel they have no inheritance
Ribband of blue - Num 15:38 throughout their generations . put upon the fringe . a ribband of blue
One year redemption option when selling property – Leviticus 25:29-30

Cities of refuge for accidental killing – Numbers 35:28-29

My opponent agrees “throughout your generations” means ending with the Jewish dispensation in every case, except one.  I wonder why?  One never reads, “Don’t murder throughout your generations,” or “Don’t commit adultery throughout your generations.”

The Sabbath Was For The Jewish Generations

Jeremiah 31:31-32  /  Hebrews 8:8-9

Under The New Covenant

Recall that when the Bible is discussing the old “covenant,” that covenant includes the 10 commandments (Deuteronomy 4:13):

And he declared unto you his covenant, which he commanded you to perform, even ten commandments
Now notice Jeremiah 31:31-32:

Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel, and with the house of Judah:  Not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day that I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt …

And where it is quoted in Hebrews 8:8-9:

For finding fault with them, he saith, Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah:  Not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day when I took them by the hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt …

So Jeremiah 31 and Hebrews 8 teach that God made a new covenant which was different than the old covenant (said old covenant included the 10 commandments).

We Are Under The New Covenant, NOT The Ten

Acts 20:7 - First Day Of The Week Lord’s Supper
And upon the first day of the week, when the disciples came together to break bread, Paul preached unto them …

The church I worship with does this very same thing; we come together on the first day of the week to break bread (i.e., eat the Lord’s Supper, I Corinthians 10:16) and have preaching.  Does the church you worship with do this?

We must follow the Acts 20:7 example:

Philippians 4:9 Those things, which ye have both learned, and received, and heard, and seen in me, do:  and … God … shall be with you.

I Corinthians 4:16 Wherefore I beseech you, be ye followers of me.
Philippians 3:17 be followers together of me, and mark them which walk so as ye have us for an ensample
II Thessalonians 3:9 to make ourselves an ensample unto you to follow us
I Corinthians 11:1 Be ye followers of me, even as I also am of Christ.
Hebrews 6:12 That ye be … followers of them who through faith and patience inherit the promises.
If Acts 20:7 had been an example of the disciples coming together on the Sabbath to eat the Lord’s Supper, I guarantee my opponent would be using this verse to prove we must keep the Sabbath holy.  He uses examples of un-converted Jews gathering together on the Sabbath as proof; surely he would use an example of Christians doing the same.
Romans 7:4-7 - Dead To And Delivered From

4  Wherefore, my brethren, ye also are become dead to the law by the body of Christ; that ye should be married to another, even to him who is raised from the dead …

6  But now we are delivered from the law, that being dead wherein we were held; that we should serve in newness of spirit, and not in the oldness of the letter.
7  What shall we say then? Is the law sin? God forbid. Nay, I had not known sin, but by the law: for I had not known lust, except the law had said, Thou shalt not covet.
The lesson from vs.2-4 is we cannot be married to the old law and Christ at the same time
verse 4  ye also are become dead to the law
verse 6  we are delivered from the law
verse 7  I had not known lust, except the law had said, Thou shalt not covet
dead (Thayer, #2289) – to be liberated from the bond of anything … Romans 7:4
delivered (Thayer, #2673) – to be severed from, separated from, discharged from, loosed from, … Romans 7:6  (same Greek word as “abolished … the law” in Ephesians 2:15)
We are dead to and delivered from the law that includes the commandment, “Thou shalt not covet,” which is one of the 10 commandments.

Romans 7:1 since we are dead to the law, it no longer has dominion over us
We are Dead To and Delivered from the Sabbath
II Corinthians 3 - The Contrast
	old testament 14

written and engraven in stones 7
	new testament 6

	not in tables of stone 3
	but in fleshly tables of the heart 3

	not of the letter 6
	but of the spirit 6

	for the letter killeth 6
	but the spirit giveth life 6

	ministration of death 7
	ministration of the spirit 8

	ministration of condemnation 9
	ministration of righteousness 9

	done away 7
	

	that which is done away 11
	that which remaineth 11

	abolished 13
	

	done away in Christ 14
	

	taken away 16
	


The 10 Commandment Law, Which Includes the Sabbath,

Has Been Abolished, Therefore

The Sabbath Has Been Abolished
II Corinthians 3:7,11
Written And Engraven In Stones = Done Away
14
old testament
 6
new testament
  3
tables of stone
  7
written and engraven in stones
  7
done away
11
done away
11
remaineth
13
abolished
14
done away in Christ
16
taken away
Notice in particular:

	verse 7 – that written and engraven in stones
	was glorious

	verse 11 - that which is done away
	was glorious


written in stones  =  what is DONE AWAY
“done away” (#2673, Thayer) – “to cease, pass away … put an end to ... annul, abolish”
I Corinthians 16:1-2 - First Day Of The Week Collection
Now concerning the collection for the saints, as I have given order to the churches of Galatia, even so do ye.  Upon the first day of the week let every one of you lay by him in store, as God hath prospered him, that there be no gatherings when I come.

The church I worship with does the very same thing as the above 3 churches; we have a collection on the 1st day of every week.  Does the church you worship with follow suit?

“in store” (#2343) – a treasury (Thayer)

Notice how the disciples practiced what this command enjoins in Acts 4:34-35:

Neither was there any among them that lacked:  for as many as were possessors of lands or houses sold them, and brought the prices of the things that were sold, and laid them down at the apostles’ feet:  and distribution was made unto every man according as he had need.

-
a common treasury, right?
If I Corinthians 16:1-2 had commanded the collection to be done on the seventh day of the week, I guarantee you my opponent would be using this passage to prove we must keep the Sabbath today.

We have command and example for First Day Christian worship, but not for the Sabbath.

Galatians 3:19, 24-25

No Longer Under The Law

Recall that when the New Testament is discussing the law we are dead to and delivered from, that law includes the 10 commandments

Romans 7:4  ye also are become dead to the law
Romans 7:6  we are delivered from the law
Rom7:7 I had not known lust, except the law had said, thou shalt not covet
Now notice Galatians 3:19, 24-25:

19 Wherefore then serveth the law? It was added because of transgressions, till the seed should come …

24 Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might be justified by faith.

25 But after that faith is come, we are no longer under a schoolmaster.
So Galatians 3 teaches:

· the law (including the 10 commandments) was to last until Christ came

· now we are no longer under that law
Galatians 4:21-31

Cast Out The Covenant From Mt. Sinai

Recall that when the Bible is discussing the old “covenant,” that covenant includes the 10 commandments - Deuteronomy 4:13:  And he declared unto you his covenant, which he commanded you to perform, even ten commandments
Now notice Galatians 4:21-31:

21 Tell me, ye that desire to be under the law, do ye not hear the law?
Pat - Sabbatarians desire to be under the law.

22 For it is written, that Abraham had two sons, the one by a bondmaid, the other by a freewoman.
23 But he who was of the bondwoman was born after the flesh; but he of the freewoman was by promise.

24 Which things are an allegory: for these are the two covenants; the one from the mount Sinai, which gendereth to bondage, which is Agar.

25 For this Agar is mount Sinai in Arabia, and answereth to Jerusalem which now is, and is in bondage with her children.
Pat - The bondwoman Hagar represents the first covenant from mount Sinai.

26 But Jerusalem which is above is free, which is the mother of us all.
27 For it is written, Rejoice, thou barren that bearest not; break forth and cry, thou that travailest not: for the desolate hath many more children than she which hath an husband.

28 Now we, brethren, as Isaac was, are the children of promise.

29 But as then he that was born after the flesh persecuted him that was born after the Spirit, even so it is now.
30 Nevertheless what saith the scripture? Cast out the bondwoman and her son: for the son of the bondwoman shall not be heir with the son of the freewoman.

Pat - Cast out the bondwoman (which is the covenant from mount Sinai).

31 So then, brethren, we are not children of the bondwoman, but of the free.
Gal 4:21-31 teaches the 1st covenant (which included the 10 commandments) has been cast out.
Sabbath Keeping Demands

Galatians 5:3:

... I testify again to every man that is circumcised, that he is a debtor to do the whole law.

Sabbath keeping demands doing the following on Saturday (the 7th day):

· Exodus 20:9-10, 31:15, 35:2  no work

· Exodus 35:3  no fire (even in sub-zero weather)

· Exodus 16:23  no cooking

· Jeremiah 17:21-22  no carrying of a burden

· Exodus  31:14-15, 35:2 (Numbers 15:32-36) breaking the Sabbath was penalized by death
Are You Really Keeping The Sabbath ?
Or Just Picking and Choosing ?
Must Keep The Whole Law
Galatians 5:3:  For I testify again to every man that is circumcised, that he is a debtor to do the whole law
He that would be bound/obligated by one of the Old Testament laws (like the Sabbath) is a debtor to keep all the Old Testament laws, including:

· circumcision

· new moon observance
· feast of unleavened bread

· feast of weeks (Pentecost)

· feast of trumpets

· day of atonement

· the feast of tabernacles

· the Sabbath year and year of jubilee

· laws of animal sacrifice and offerings

· Levitical priesthood

· many, many other laws

If you are binding the Sabbath, you must bind everything else also
Galatians 5:4

Not Justified By The Law
Recall that when the New Testament is discussing the law we are dead to and delivered from, that law includes the 10 commandments

Romans 7:4  ye also are become dead to the law
Romans 7:6  we are delivered from the law

Rom7:7 I had not known lust, except the law had said, thou shalt not covet
Now notice Galatians 5:4:

Christ is become of no effect unto you, whosoever of you are justified by the law, ye are fallen from grace.
So Galatians 5:4 teaches that if you bind the old law (which includes the 10 commandments), “ye are fallen from grace” (you lose your salvation).
This verse teaches that a Christian who becomes a Sabbatarian has fallen from grace.  Do you see how serious this topic is?
Ephesians 2:14-16

The Law Is Abolished

Recall that when the New Testament is discussing the law we are dead to and delivered from, that law includes the 10 commandments

Romans 7:4  ye also are become dead to the law
Romans 7:6  we are delivered from the law

Rom7:7 I had not known lust, except the law had said, thou shalt not covet
Now notice Ephesians 2:14-16:

For he is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken down the middle wall of partition between us; having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law of commandments contained in ordinances; for to make in himself of twain one new man, so making peace; And that he might reconcile both unto God in one body by the cross, having slain the enmity thereby:
So Jesus abolished the law (including the 10 commandments)

Colossians 2:14-17 - Nailed To His Cross

Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross; And having spoiled principalities and powers, he made a shew of them openly, triumphing over them in it.  Let no man therefore judge you in meat, or in drink, or in respect of an holyday, or of the new moon, or of the sabbath days:  Which are a shadow of things to come; but the body is of Christ.

What was done with these ordinances (laws)?   (verse 14):

· blotted them out

· taking them out of the way

· nailing them to the cross

What does this mean for us?   (verse 16):

Let no man therefore judge you with respect to these ordinances.  No man can say you are sinning if you don’t keep these laws, as these laws are not part of God’s law for today
Examples of these ordinances taken out of the way (verse 16)

· daily – meat, drink

· yearly – holyday

· monthly – new moon

· weekly – Sabbath     (“days” is in italics)

The Weekly SABBATH is Specifically mentioned as having been blotted out
Colossians 2:16 Same Greek Word
These verses have the same Greek word for Sabbath as Col 2:16  (#4521, genitive plural):

Matthew 28:1 In the end of the Sabbath, as it began to dawn toward the first day of the week, came Mary Magdalene and the other Mary to see the sepulcher.
Luke 4:16 … and as his (Jesus’) custom was, he went into the synagogue on the Sabbath day, and stood up for to read.
Lk 13:10 And he (Jesus) was teaching in one of the synagogues on the Sabbath.
Acts 13:14 … went into the synagogue on the Sabbath day …
Acts 16:13 And on the Sabbath we went out of the city by a river side, where prayer was wont to be made …

Acts 17:2 And Paul, as his manner was … three Sabbath days reasoned with them out of the scriptures  (Matthew 12:8-10, Luke 4:31 sabbath days)
Exodus 20:8 Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. - Septuagint

Deut 5:12 Keep the Sabbath day to sanctify it, as the Lord thy God hath commanded thee.
My opponent understands that every one of the above refers to the 7th-Day Sabbath.  The only reason he can’t see the same about Colossians 2:16 is because it would defeat his position.
Colossians 2:14-17 - Daily, Weekly, Monthly, Yearly

Numbers 28 – there are four categories:

:4  in the morning and at even (daily)

:9  and on the Sabbath day (weekly)

:11,14  and in the beginning of your months, every month
:16,29:1,39  14th day of 1st month, 1st day 7th month, set feasts (yearly)
II Chronicles 2:4 for the burnt offerings morning and evening, on the sabbaths, and on the new moons, and on the solemn feasts of the Lord our God.   This is an ordinance for ever
II Chronicles 8:12-13 Solomon offered burnt offerings ... every day, offering … on the sabbaths, and on the new moons, and on the solemn feasts
II Chron 31:3 the morning and evening burnt offerings, & the burnt offerings for the sabbaths, & for the new moons, & for the set feasts, as it is written in the law of the Lord

Nehemiah 10:33 for the continual meat offering, and for the continual burnt offering, of the sabbaths, of the new moons, for the set feasts
Ezekiel 45:17 And it shall be the prince's part to give burnt offerings, and meat offerings, and drink offerings, in the feasts, and in the new moons, and in the sabbaths
Colossians 2:16 Let no man therefore judge you in meat, or in drink, or in respect of an holyday, or of the new moon, or of the sabbath days
The Sabbath In Col 2:16 Has To Be The Weekly Sabbath
Colossians 2:14-17 - Daily, Weekly, Monthly, Yearly Table
	
	Daily
	Weekly
	Monthly
	Yearly

	Numbers 28
	3,5
	9-10
	11,14,15
	16,29:1,39

	I Chronicles 23
	29-30
	31
	31
	31

	II Chronicles 2
	4
	4
	4
	4

	II Chronicles 8
	12-13
	13
	13
	13

	II Chronicles 31
	3
	3
	3
	3

	Nehemiah 10
	33
	33
	33
	33

	Ezekiel 45
	17
	17
	17
	17

	Hosea 2
	11
	11
	11
	11

	Colossians 2
	16
	16
	16
	16


It is very clear that the Sabbath of Col 2:16 is the Weekly Sabbath.
Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, ... and took it out of the way, nailing it to the cross ... Let no man therefore judge you ... in respect ... of the (Weekly) Sabbath
The Weekly Sabbath Has Been Blotted Out,

Taken Out Of The Way, Nailed To The Cross.
Hebrews 7:12

The Law Has Changed

Recall that when the New Testament is discussing the law we are dead to and delivered from, that law includes the 10 commandments

Romans 7:4  ye also are become dead to the law
Romans 7:6  we are delivered from the law

Rom7:7 I had not known lust, except the law had said, thou shalt not covet
Now read Heb 7:12:  For the priesthood being changed, there is made of necessity a change also of the law.
Notice also Hebrews 7:18,22:

18  For there is verily a disannulling of the commandment going before …
22  By so much was Jesus made a surety of a better testament.

So Hebrews 7:12,18 teaches that the law (including the 10 commandments) has been changed and disannulled.
Hebrews 9:1-4, 8:13,7, 10:9

Jesus Took Away The First Covenant

The first covenant included the tables of the covenant (10 commandments)
Hebrews 9:1-4 … the first covenant had also ordinances of divine service, and a worldly sanctuary … Which had … the ark of the covenant … wherein was the golden pot that had manna, and Aaron’s rod that budded, and the tables of the covenant
Deut 4:13 And he declared unto you his covenant, which he commanded you to perform, even ten commandments; and he wrote them upon two tables of stone.
Jesus took away that first covenant:

Hebrews 8:13 In that he saith, A new covenant, he hath made the first old. Now that which decayeth and waxeth old is ready to vanish away.
Hebrews 8:7 For if that first covenant had been faultless, then should no place have been sought for the second
Heb 10:9 He (Jesus) taketh away the first, that he may establish the second
The first covenant (including the 10 commandments) was taken away
I Corinthians 16:1-2

Lay BY HIM In Store Means Lay Aside At Home ?

NKJV - “let each one of you lay something aside”

It doesn’t say where to lay the money aside.

That’s exactly what we do in our collection – each person lays “aside” into a common treasury.

I Corinthians 16:1-2 commands a collection so Paul would not have to make collections when he came.  My opponent’s view would require Paul to go around to each home making many collections.

Compare to Acts 4:34-35 → they didn’t lay aside at home, but collected into a common treasury.

Why did Paul say have a collection on first day ?

· God inspired him to say it
· they were already meeting on the first day for worship (Acts 20:7)

If I Corinthians 16:1-2 had commanded the collection to be done on the Seventh day of the week, I guarantee you my opponent would be using this passage to prove we must keep the Sabbath today.

Galatians 5:4

Not Justified In The Sense Of - Doesn’t Earn Our Salvation ?

Galatians 3:25 - “No longer under a schoolmaster” (the law).  The Jews were never under the law in the sense of earning their salvation by keeping the law.  So that can’t be what Galatians 3:24,25, 5:4 is talking about.

The context (Galatians 5:1ff, Acts 15:1ff) is talking about Jewish Christians saying Gentile Christians had to be circumcised as a condition of salvation, not that circumcision earned their salvation.

I Corinthians 7:19 confirms that Galatians 5:1-4 is talking about what law we are amenable to (should be obedient to), not what earns our salvation.

James 2:24 we are justified by NT works, but they don’t earn salvation.

Gal 2:16, Rom 3:20,28 we are not justified by the law, but we are justified by faith.  Since it is not saying that our faith earns our salvation, then the point is not that the law does not earn our salvation.  Instead the point is that we don’t have to obey the (old) law, but we do have to have faith.

Acts 15:24 the truth is we are not justified by the law in the sense that we don’t have to “keep the law;” we are not amenable to, obligated to obey it.
Colossians 2:14 - “Handwriting” Means “Record Of Debt” ?
So the meat and drink, the holydays, and the new moons are still binding?

Even if “debt” were in the verse, it would still refer to the law (Galatians 5:3, 1, 3:10, Acts 15:10).

It is true that Jesus blotted out the “debt/sins” against us, but that is not what is under consideration in this verse.

“handwriting”  (#5498)

· a hand-written document (Wigram-Green)

· a handwriting (Thayer)

· from “hand” (#5495) and “writing” (#1125)

“writing”  (#1125)

· to write, record, compose (Wigram-Green)

· used 169 times in the NT and not one time is sin inherent in the word

Verse 14 spells it out:  handwriting of ordinances, not handwriting of sins.
The parallel says Jesus “abolished … the law of commandments contained in ordinances.” (Eph 2:15)  -  so laws/commandments/ordinances, not sins.
Col 2:17 - Only Sabbaths Which Were A Shadow Are Done Away ?
According to this reasoning, only some “holydays” (yearly Sabbaths) and some “new moons” were a shadow of things to come and are done away.  Some yearly Sabbaths (Passover, Pentecost, Tabernacles, etc.) and some new moons are not a shadow and would still be binding.  Which ones?

Verse 17 is not saying that some of the laws are a shadow of things to come.  Instead, it is saying these laws (all of them) are a shadow of things to come; that’s why they are not binding anymore.

Like: Major League Baseball players, which make a lot of money, are susceptible to drug problems.

All MLB players make big money; the “which” phrase implies why they are susceptible to drug use.
Sabbath Started In Genesis 2:2-3 ?
Nothing at creation asks men to keep the Sabbath:
· Genesis 2:1-3 is like Matthew 10:4 (“when he had called his 12 disciples … and Judas Iscariot, who also betrayed him”).  Matthew is discussing two events (the calling of the apostles and Judas’ betrayal of Jesus), one of which occurred much later than the other.

· Genesis 2:2 discusses the seventh day of creation when God rested.  Genesis 2:3:
· is a comment by Moses when he wrote the book of Genesis about 2500 years after the creation
· “he had rested” is past tense – God blessed and sanctified the 7th day many years after He rested on the 7th day of creation

When did the Sabbath become binding?:

Neh 9:13-14 Thou camest down . upon Mt. Sinai, & … madest known unto them thy holy Sabbath
Ezek 20:10-12 Wherefore I caused them to go forth out of the land of Egypt, … And … I gave them my sabbaths, to be a sign between me and them ...

Exodus 16:4-5,22-23 is the first recorded instance of the Sabbath being commanded/kept.  There is no record of it being kept in all the book of Genesis (a 2000 year period).  Why did God have to explain about gathering twice as much on the 6th day, if they were used to keeping the Sabbath?
No matter when the Sabbath began; it still has been done away with – Col 2:14-17
· Animal sacrifices started in Genesis 4:4.  Are animal sacrifices still binding?

· Circumcision was instituted before Mt. Sinai.  Is circumcision still binding?
· Genesis 38:8 - Do you believe men still have to “raise up seed to thy brother” today, since it started before Mt. Sinai?
Forever ?
The Hebrew word that is translated “everlasting,” “perpetual,” “forever,” etc., is “olam” and is used “sometimes in the sense of unlimited duration, sometimes in the sense of a cycle or an age.” (ISBE, page 1010)

Examples of the “cycle or age” use:

	LAW TO BE KEEP “FOREVER”
	ENDS

	Exodus 21:6 servant “shall serve … (Master) forever”
	at servant’s death

	II Chronicles 2:4 sacrifices are “an ordinance forever”
	at the cross

	Exodus 40:15 “everlasting priesthood”
	Hebrews 7:12

	Luke 1:31-33 Jesus’ kingdom “forever”
	I Corinthians 15:24

	Ecclesiastes 1:4 “earth abideth forever”
	II Peter 3:10

	Leviticus 16:29  day of Atonement “a statue forever”
	Colossians 2:14-17

	Leviticus 23:21 feast of Pentecost “a statute forever”
	Colossians 2:14-17

	Leviticus 23:41 feast of tabernacles “a statute forever”
	Colossians 2:14-17

	Exodus 12:13-14 “passover … keep it a feast forever”
	Colossians 2:14-17

	Exodus 31:16-17 “Sabbath … is a sign between … (God) and the children of Israel forever”
	Colossians 2:14-17


Why is the Sabbath the only “forever” above that means “never ending”?
Written With The Finger Of God ?
It makes no difference who literally wrote the 10 commandments:

· Where does the Bible ever say something literally written with the finger of God proves it will always be binding?

· John 8:6,8 - what Jesus literally wrote with his finger (on the ground) was not even considered important enough to preserve in the Bible
· II Corinthians 3:7,11,13 - that “written and engraven in stones” was “done away,” “abolished”

Are these laws, not literally written with the God’s finger, binding or not?
●
Leviticus 18:22  homosexuality

●
Leviticus 18:23  bestiality (sex with animals)

●
I Corinthians 6:10  drunkenness

●
Galatians 5:19  fornication (sex before marriage)
●
John 3:16  believe in Jesus
The Bible never makes the argument that just because something is written literally with the finger of God, then it will always be binding.
God wrote all of the Bible – it is all important !

10 Commandments Inside The Ark Of The Covenant ?

The prohibition against homosexuality and sexual relations with animals (Leviticus 18:22-23) was not put inside the ark, but was put in the side of the ark.  Does that mean it’s okay to commit such sins today?

My opponent never closes the loop on his argument.  He shows that the 10 commandments were put inside the ark, but he never proves the premise for his conclusion, that all commandments put inside the ark are still binding today.

My opponent’s Syllogism would be:

Major Premise:  All commandments inside the ark are still binding today.

Minor Premise:  The ten commandments were put inside the ark.

Conclusion:  Therefore the ten commandments are still binding today.

My opponent hasn’t proven his Major Premise.

Again:  Where does the Bible say that whatever was put inside the ark is still binding today?

The Bible Never Makes This False Sabbatarian Argument

Deuteronomy 31:12 - Stranger Within Thy Gates
“Stranger that is in thy gates” is contrasted with the “alien” in Deut 14:21:

… thou shalt give it unto the stranger that is in thy gates, that he may eat it; or thou mayest sell it unto an alien …

the Gentiles, which have not the law – Romans 2:14

Strangers in thy gates also had to:

· offer animal sacrifices for sin  Leviticus 17:8, Isaiah 56:6-7

· keep the Passover  Deuteronomy 16:10-11

· be circumcised  Exodus 12:48

· observe to do all the words of this law  Deuteronomy 31:12

If the fact that the stranger had to keep the Sabbath proves that everyone back then and everyone today must keep the Sabbath, then by the same logic, everyone back then and everyone today must offer animal sacrifices, keep the passover, be circumcised – do all the words of the law.

The alien never had to keep the Sabbath.

Neither is there NT command to keep it Today.

Isaiah 66:22-23 - From One Sabbath To Another
What about the new moon, is that binding today?  If Isaiah 66:22-23 makes the Sabbath binding today, then it would (by the same logic) make the new moon religious observance binding today.

Even if Isaiah 66:22-23 were saying that the Sabbath would be binding, it is not talking about now; instead it is talking about during the days of “the new heavens and the new earth” (heaven).  Things are not necessarily the same now as then, for example, we have marriage in this world, but there will be no marriages when we get to heaven (according to Matthew 22:30)
This passage is simply using “new moon” and “Sabbath” to mean, “from one month to another,” and “from one week to another,” or “as the months and weeks go by.”

Sabbatarians agree “from one new moon to another” means “from one month to another;” why can’t they see the same regarding the Sabbath?
No Valid Proof Here

Matthew 5:17-18 – Jesus Did Not Destroy The Law
If this passage teaches the law is still binding, it would include much more than just the 10 commandments; it would include every jot and tittle, even the least commandments (e.g., even animal sacrifices for sin).

17 Think not that I am come to destroy the law, … I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil.
What did Jesus come to do?  Fulfill the law.

18 … Till heaven and earth pass (it is easier for heaven and earth to pass, Luke 16:17), one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled.
Compare “till all be fulfilled” with “till” in Matthew 1:25 (Joseph knew not Mary till Jesus was born) and Acts 23:12.  So what is to happen when all is fulfilled?  The law would pass.
compare to a union boss saying:  “till heaven and earth pass, we will not go back to work till all our demands are met” – that means they will go back to work when their demands are met
Notice Matthew 5:17 says that Jesus came to fulfill the law.  Jesus did fulfill the law when he completed his earthly mission:

John 19:30 “it is finished” , Luke 24:44 Jesus fulfilled the law and the prophets

So verse 18 teaches that all of the law (every jot and tittle) did pass, when Jesus fulfilled it.

Should I have an appointment with the dentist, and announce to the receptionist, “I have come, not to destroy my appointment, but to fulfill it,” I would complete all that the appointment called for.  I would have fulfilled the appointment and not destroyed it.  Would the appointment still be in force?  No, it was fulfilled.  So it was with Christ.  When He fulfilled the law, the law passed.  Matthew 5:17-18 says so!
Jesus Kept The Sabbath ?
Just like any other faithful Jew.  Jesus also kept:

· circumcision – Luke 2:21

· the leprosy laws – Luke 5:14

· feast of unleavened bread – Matthew 26:17-18

· taught others to keep all the law of Moses - Matthew 23:2-3

Does the fact that Jesus kept these laws prove they are still binding?  If not, then the fact that Jesus kept the Sabbath doesn’t prove the Sabbath is still binding either.

Jesus lived under the Old Testament law – Hebrews 9:15-17:

15 And for this cause he is the mediator of the NT, that by means of death, for the redemption of the transgressions that were under the first testament, they which are called might receive the promise of eternal inheritance.
16 For where a testament is, there must also of necessity be the death of the testator.

17 For a testament is of force after men are dead: otherwise it is of no strength at all while the testator liveth.
Old Testament Example Won’t Prove New Testament Practice

Matthew 24:20 – Pray Your Flight Be Not On The Sabbath
The fact the 7th day would still be called the Sabbath after the old law passed doesn’t prove anything, other than maybe the fact there would still be OT Jews around who were keeping the Sabbath (and animal sacrifices and circumcision I might add).  And those Jews and their laws might make it hard on Christians to travel on the Sabbath (Nehemiah 13:19 - gates of city closed on the Sabbath), even though Christians would understand the Sabbath was no longer binding.

· Acts 20:6 – the term “days of unleavened bread” was still used long after it ceased to be binding upon God’s people

· I Corinthians 16:8 – the term “Pentecost” was still used long after it ceased to be binding upon God’s people

· I use the term “Easter” (as in “Many people dress up on Easter”) even though I certainly don’t celebrate Easter as a religious holiday.

My opponent’s use of Matthew 24:20 to bind the Sabbath would also mean the “days of unleavened bread” and “Pentecost” were still binding today.  Since he doesn’t bind those two laws, it shows he doesn’t even believe his own argument.

We Need Command/Example Of NT Christians Keeping The Sabbath

Law Of Moses  !=  Law Of God ?
The Law of Moses / Law of God distinction is a man made (made up) distinction !

The terms are used interchangeably in Luke 2:22-23:

And when the days of her purification according to the law of Moses were accomplished, they brought him to Jerusalem, to present him to the Lord; (As it is written in the law of the Lord, Every male that openeth the womb shall be called holy to the Lord

Mark 7:10 Moses said, Honour thy father and thy mother (one of the ten commandments)
Ezra 7:1 Ezra … was a ready scribe in the law of Moses
Ezra 7:6 Ezra … a scribe of the law of … God
Nehemiah 8:1 to bring the book of the law of Moses
Nehemiah 8:8 So they read in the book in the law of God
Ezra 7:1 the law of Moses, which the Lord God … had given
II Chronicles 34:14 the law of the Lord given by Moses
II Chron 31:3 “law of the Lord” included “burnt offerings,” “new moons,” & “set feasts”

The Law (PERIOD) Has Been Abolished !

There Is No Distinction
Moral Law / Ceremonial Law Distinction ?
The Moral / Ceremonial Law of God distinction is a man made (made up) distinction !

The words “moral” and “ceremonial” are not even in the Bible, much less used to divide up the Old Testament law.

Galatians 4:24 these are the two covenants; the one (not two) from the mount Sinai
Hebrews 8:7 For if that first covenant had been faultless, then should no place have been sought for the second (not third)
Heb 9:1-4 the 1st covenant (not first 2) had also ordinances ... & the tables of the covenant
Deut 8:1 “All the commandments which I command thee … shall ye … do”   - not just 10
Weren’t these OT laws “moral” even though they weren’t part of the 10 commandments?
· homosexuality  Leviticus 18:22

· sex with animals  Leviticus 18:23

· fornication (sex before marriage)  Deuteronomy 22:28-29

· drunkenness  Proverbs 23:20-21, 30, 20:1

Why prohibit ‘unclean meats’ which are not part of your moral law (10 commandments)?
The Law (PERIOD) Has Been Abolished !

There Is No Distinction 

Paul Preached On The Sabbath ?
Yes, Paul preached on the Sabbath:

· many times in the synagogue to unconverted Jews Acts 13:14, 17:2, 18:4

· sometimes to unconverted Gentiles 13:42

· some of the time it was a doctrinal debate 17:17, 19:8 (like what we are doing now)

· always it was to try to convert people to the truth

But when Paul met, worshipped, and took communion with Christians, it was always on the first day of the week (Acts 20:7).  Let there be no mistake about that.
I also have preached on the Sabbath at Sabbatarian churches, but just like Paul, it was never to observe/celebrate the Sabbath with them, but it was always to teach them out of their error (Sabbath and other error).

Paul Tried To Convert People Who Were Still Binding The Sabbath

Would You Have Let Him Convert You ?

Acts 16:13 – Prayer On The Sabbath
Good people still worshipped God ignorantly, according to the Jewish dispensation.  Lydia was not as yet a Christian at this point.
Apollos preaching the baptism of John doesn’t prove the baptism of John was still binding at that time (Acts 18:24-25).  It only proves that Apollos needed correcting; and he was corrected, verse 26.

Besides, we pray on the seventh day, and for that matter, every day of the week, but we make sure that we come together on the first day of the week for church worship, the Lord’s Supper, preaching, etc. –

Acts 20:7:  And upon the first day of the week, when the disciples came together to break bread, Paul preached unto them …
My opponent uses non-Christians praying as individuals on the Sabbath to support his position, but ignores a Christian congregation coming together on the first day for communion and preaching?

Non-Christian Example Won’t Prove Christian Practice

Galatians 3:17 - All Laws Before Mt. Sinai Still Binding?

Problems With My Opponent’s Position
· The NT never teaches that we are under the Patriarchal law (the law before Mt. Sinai).

· None of the commands in Genesis are any more binding upon us than the command given to Noah to build an ark.

· The Sabbath was not given in Genesis (Nehemiah 9:13-14, Ezekiel 20:10-12), so it is not a “Patriarchal law” anyway.

· Circumcision was in Genesis, but is no longer binding (I Cor 7:18-19, Acts 15:24, 28-29).  Gal 5:1-6 teaches that circumcision is part of the law that was added till the seed should come, and therefore is no longer binding (even though it existed before Mt. Sinai).  This shows that in Gal 3:19 Paul was including everything the law contained, even if the commandments were in existence in some form before Mt. Sinai.

· My opponent admits “the law … added included the 10 commandments” (Gal 3:17,19).  Well, Gal 3:24-25 says “we are no longer under” that law.  So we are no longer under the 10 commandment law.
To what great lengths false teachers will go !

Galatians 3:17 - All Laws Before Mt. Sinai Still Binding?

Inconsistencies In My Opponent’s Position
· This view would mean we should sacrifice animals for sin today since that was done in the Patriarchal period (Gen 4:4, Heb 11:4, Job 1:5).
· Polygamy was allowed according to Genesis 29:23,28 (Jacob) and Genesis 25:1,6 (Abraham), but is not allowed in the NT (I Cor 7:1-2).
· Gen 38:8 - men were told to “raise up seed to thy brother” before Mt. Sinai, but does my opponent teach that commandment is still binding?
· Swearing was allowed in Genesis 21:23-24, but that is no longer true today (Matthew 5:33-37, James 5:12).

· Baptism was not practiced under the Patriarchal law, but is required now under the New Testament.

· My opponent practices the abstaining from unclean meats today, even though that was only done during the Mosaical period.  Before that, all meats were allowed to be eaten (Genesis 9:3).  The clean/unclean distinction was only for animal sacrifices at that time (Genesis 8:20).
To what great lengths false teachers will go !

Hebrews 4 - The Christian’s Rest
The Greek word for “Sabbath” is not found in the whole book of Hebrews.

The Hebrews 4:1 rest promised to Christians is compared to:

· the promised land rest for the Israelites, Canaan, 3:15-19

· God’s rest on the 7th day of creation, 4:4

Christians receive this promised rest if:

· they don’t come short of it, 4:1

· they labor to enter into that rest, 4:11

· they don’t fall after the same example of unbelief, 4:11

The 7th-Day Sabbath is a command, not a promise.

The 7th-Day Sabbath is not even mentioned in Hebrews 4.  The rest promised to Christians by Heb 4 is obviously the HEAVENLY rest !

Revelation 14:13 And I heard a voice from heaven saying unto me, Write, Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth:  Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their labours; and their works do follow them.
II Thessalonians 1:7-9 And to you who are troubled rest with us, when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with his mighty angels, In flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ:  Who shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of his power
Hebrews 4:10 - “Also” Implies 2 Different Rests ?
When a person enters the heavenly rest, THEN he also hath ceased from his own works, not before that when he keeps the Sabbath on this earth as my opponent is contending.  ‘b’ is just describing what “also” happens when ‘a’ occurs.

Illustration:  For he that is entered into his retirement, he also hath ceased from his own occupation, as John Wooden did from his.

When you enter into the heavenly rest, at the same time you also cease from your works.  Or “also” in the sense that we cease from our works and God ceased from his works.

The 7th-Day Sabbath is not even mentioned once in Hebrews 4.  The rest promised to Christians by Hebrews 4 is obviously the heavenly rest !

Revelation 14:13 And I heard a voice from heaven saying unto me, Write, Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth:  Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their labours; and their works do follow them.
James 2:10 - Whosoever Shall Keep The Whole Law
Notice that James 2:10 says “the whole law,” so if this verse is binding the Old Testament law today, it is not binding just the 10 commandments, it would be binding the whole thing, every single instruction.

The specific application being made is verse 9:  But if ye have respect to persons, ye commit sin, and are convinced of the law as transgressors.
Not having respect of persons is not one of the 10 commandments, so the 10 commandment law is not being bound by this verse.

Verse 10 is a general rule or principle that applies to any law.  If you violate one point of any law, you are guilty of that whole law, that is, you are convicted by that law as a transgressor (verse 9b).  It only takes one crime to be a criminal; likewise it only takes one sin to be a sinner.
· James illustrates the verse 10 principle by showing how the principle was true of the Old Testament law (verse 11).

· Then James teaches that the same principle holds true under the “law of liberty” (verse 12), which is the New Testament law (Galatians 5:1ff).

The Sabbath Is Not Mentioned Even Once In Whole Book Of James

 I John 2:4, Revelation 22:14, etc.

Keep His Commandments
These verses are certainly not referring to the Sabbath.  Nothing about the Sabbath is mentioned in the whole book.

If these verses were talking about Old Testament commandments, they would include all OT commandments, including animal sacrifices for sin.

Does God have any commandments other than the 10?  Someone counted 613 commandments in the OT alone.  Why assume these verses refer only to the 10?  These verses don’t reference the “10 commandments.”
The verses are obviously not referring to the commandments of the OT law.  Notice Acts 15:24:

Forasmuch as we have heard, that certain which went out from us have troubled you with words, subverting your souls, saying, Ye must be circumcised, and keep the law:  to whom we gave no such commandment.

Yes, we surely must keep God’s commandments –

His New Testament commandments (Hebrews 7:12).

Then Okay To Kill And Steal ?
No, the reason it is wrong to kill and steal is because the New Testament forbids killing and stealing, not because we are still under the OT law.

The NT forbids and commands many things that were part of the OT law:
· Galatians 5:19-21 adultery, idolatry, murder
· I Corinthians 6:9-10 theft, covetousness, drunkenness

· Ephesians 6:1-2 obey and honor parents

· Ephesians 4:29, Col 3:8 blasphemy, corrupt language

· Ephesians 4:25 lying

Other countries (e.g., Brazil) have many of the same laws as the U.S., like:

· speed limit laws

· drug laws

Just because I have to abide by speed limit and drug laws, does that mean I am under the law of Brazil?
Likewise, just because the New Testament law forbids killing and stealing, that does not mean we are still under Old Testament law.
The Law Of England Illustration
The 13 Colonies were under the law of England.  When we broke relationship with England, we severed responsibility to her law.  When our lawmakers drafted a new law, they placed some of the good principles of English law in it.  But this didn’t obligate them to adopt the entire English law, nor did it obligate the freed citizens to continue observance of that old law.
When a law is abolished, it is completely abolished!  If any principle of the old law is to be in the new, it must be adopted therein.  This, of course, must be so stated in the new law.
· “don’t murder” in the new law also

· “pay taxes to the King of England” only in the old law

There is no instruction in the NT law to keep the Sabbath.

We Are Not Under The Old Testament Law

We Are Under The New Testament Law
9 Of The 10 Commandments Are In The NT
	The Ten Commandments
	In New Testament

	no other gods
	I Thessalonians 1:9

	no graven image
	I John 5:21

	don’t take Lord’s name in vain
	Ephesians 4:29, Matthew 6:9b

	the Sabbath
	???

	honor Father and Mother
	Ephesians 6:1-2

	don’t kill
	Romans 1:29

	don’t commit adultery
	I Corinthians 6:9

	don’t steal
	Ephesians 4:28

	don’t bear false witness
	Colossians 3:9

	coveting another man’s wife
	Colossians 3:5, Matthew 5:28


The Sabbath law is conspicuously absent from the NT law.

Ask yourself, why is homosexuality wrong?  It’s not in the Ten Commandments.  Is it not because the NT condemns homosexuality in many places?  Now you get the idea !
Early History ?

The Epistle Of Barnabas - about A.D. 100 - … we keep the eighth day with joyfulness, the day also on which Jesus rose again from the dead.
The Epistle Of Ignatius - A.D. 107 - Be not deceived with strange doctrines, … which are unprofitable. For if we still live according to the Jewish Law, we acknowledge that we have not received grace.... those who were brought up in the ancient order of things have come to the possession of a new hope, no longer observing the Sabbath, but living in the observance of the Lord's Day, on which also our life has sprung up again by Him... Let us therefore no longer keep the Sabbath after the Jewish manner, … let every friend of Christ keep the Lord's day as a festival, the resurrection-day, the queen and chief of all the days
The Writings Of Justin Martyr - A.D. 145-150 - And on the day called Sunday all … gather together in one place, and the memoirs of the apostles or the writings of the prophets are read. … Sunday is the day on which we all hold a common assembly, because it is the first day of the week on which … Jesus Christ our Savior on the same day rose from the dead.
Tertullian of Africa - around AD 200 - We solemnize the day after Saturday in contradistinction to those who call this day their Sabbath, … deviating from the old Jewish customs, …
On every issue, you can find uninspired commentary on both sides.

We are left with what the scriptures say - II Timothy 3:16:  All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness.
And the oldest (and only inspired) history of what Christians did is Acts 20:7:  And upon the first day of the week, when the disciples came together to break bread, Paul preached unto them …
The Bible Is The Only Reliable History; It Is Right !
If The Dietary Laws Still Apply Today
Why Don’t The Following Laws Still Apply ?

Leviticus 11:39  don’t touch a dead animal

And if any beast, of which ye may eat, die; he that toucheth the carcass thereof shall be unclean until the even.

Leviticus 24:2  lamps and oil

Command the children of Israel, that they bring unto thee pure oil olive beaten for the light, to cause the lamps to burn continually.

Numbers 15:38  wear a ribband of blue

Speak unto the children of Israel, and bid them that they make them fringes in the borders of their garments throughout their generations, and that they put upon the fringe of the borders a ribband of blue:

Deuteronomy 22:8  put a fence around the roof of your house
When thou buildest a new house, then thou shalt make a battlement for thy roof, that thou bring not blood upon thine house, if any man fall from thence.

Deuteronomy 22:11  don’t wear blended cloth
Thou shalt not wear a garment of divers sorts, as of woollen and linen together.

Acts 10:9-16 – What God Hath Cleansed
9On the morrow, as they went on their journey, and drew nigh unto the city, Peter went up upon the housetop to pray about the sixth hour:  10And he became very hungry, and would have eaten: but while they made ready, he fell into a trance, 11And saw heaven opened, and a certain vessel descending unto him, as it had been a great sheet knit at the four corners, and let down to the earth:  12Wherein were all manner of fourfooted beasts of the earth, and wild beasts, and creeping things, and fowls of the air.  13And there came a voice to him, Rise, Peter; kill, and eat.  14But Peter said, Not so, Lord; for I have never eaten any thing that is common or unclean.  15And the voice spake unto him again the second time, What God hath cleansed, that call not thou common.  16This was done thrice: and the vessel was received up again into heaven.

At this point in time, Peter was still observing the clean and unclean meats distinction (as my opponent does).  But God corrected Peter.  Will my opponent also stand corrected by God?

Rom 14:1-3, 14-16 – Nothing Unclean Of Itself
1Him that is weak in the faith receive ye, but not to doubtful disputations.  2For one believeth that he may eat all things: another, who is weak, eateth herbs.  3Let not him that eateth despise him that eateth not; and let not him which eateth not judge him that eateth: for God hath received him.  … 14I know, and am persuaded by the Lord Jesus, that there is nothing unclean of itself: but to him that esteemeth any thing to be unclean, to him it is unclean.  15But if thy brother be grieved with thy meat, now walkest thou not charitably. Destroy not him with thy meat, for whom Christ died.  16Let not then your good be evil spoken of:
This chapter is all about unclean meats – how that it is not wrong in and of itself to eat unclean meat, but we should not eat them if it will cause someone to eat who still thinks it is wrong.

I Tim 4:1-4 – Every Creature Of God Is Good

1Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils; 2Speaking lies in hypocrisy; having their conscience seared with a hot iron; 3Forbidding to marry, and commanding to abstain from meats, which God hath created to be received with thanksgiving of them which believe and know the truth.  4For every creature of God is good, and nothing to be refused, if it be received with thanksgiving:

My opponent does exactly what this passage condemns – he commands to abstain from meats.  Under the new testament law, “every creature” is good to eat; nothing is to be refused.
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