The Jehovah’s Witnesses: A False Religious Organization

The goal of this course is to give you a basic understanding of some of the teachings of the Watchtower Society, the governing body of the Jehovah’s Witnesses.  This lesson focuses on a doctrine that is little known to many, even Jehovah’s Witnesses: the Theocratic War Doctrine.  Simply put, the theocratic war doctrine teaches that it is right to lie or withhold truth if you are doing so in the work of the Lord. 

The Theocratic War Doctrine

You must be aware that Jehovah’s Witnesses believe that lying is okay in certain circumstances.  This is not because the rank and file are liars: far from it.  The rank and file whom you encounter in their door to door ministry are typically quite sincere, honest, and moral (and mistaken).  Likewise, I am not saying that the Watchtower endorses lying in any circumstance.  They do not teach that lying is generally okay; it is only okay in certain circumstances which we will discuss in this lesson.

This is an important issue because if you are able to challenge one of the rank and file in your studies, they will ask a more mature Witness for help.  This “more mature” Witness will lie to you and to the newer Witness if they believe it is necessary.

Just because you have challenged a JW and caused him to see a Watchtower error, you may not have accomplished anything.  Even if you succeed in baptizing a JW, he is likely to become lost again if he has continued contact with the JW’s.  The JW’s will stop at nothing, including lying to the former member about you, to win the JW back.  They are truly bent on brainwashing and controlling their members.
Another point about this doctrine is that it is peculiar to the Jehovah’s Witnesses.  I am aware of no other religious group that teaches that lying is appropriate.

How Can They Teach That Lying Is Justifiable?
The key to their justification of lying is in definitions.  In fact, the Watchtower does not admit to teaching lying.  They have defined “lying” as “saying something false to a person who is entitled to know the truth and doing so with the intent to deceive or to injure him or another person.”
So, many times when a Jehovah’s Witness lies, he does not believe he is lying.  This is because he is working with a different definition of lying than the rest of the world!  Lying isn’t simply telling an untruth.  It’s telling an untruth with a selfish motive.
Likewise, they would attempt to deceive you into thinking that they only endorse withholding information from an enemy.  They would attempt to have you believe that they would never say an outright falsehood.  However, when you look closely at their definitions, there is room for telling outright lies if it is “in the best interests of the work of Jehovah.”
Definitions

Here is a Watchtower definition of lies.  “Lies are untruths told for selfish reasons and which work injury to others.”  So, if the motive is unselfish and the untruth will not injure others, then it is not a lie!
Notice this definition also.  LIE. The opposite of truth. Lying generally involves saying something false to a person who is entitled to know the truth and doing so with the intent to deceive or to injure him or another person. (Aid to Bible Understanding (1971) pp.1060-1061)

Did you notice the “who is entitled to know the truth” part?  Someone who is not a JW is NOT entitled to know the truth.

Following is another quote. Lies are untruths told for selfish reasons and which work injury to others. Satan told a lie to Eve that worked great harm to her and all the human race. Ananias and Sapphira told lies for selfish reasons. But hiding the truth, which he is not entitled to know, from an enemy does not harm him, especially when he would use such information to harm others who are innocent. (Watchtower 1957 May 1 pp.285-286 Use Theocratic War Strategy)
Proof Texts
The Watchtower has a few proof texts for their “Theocratic War Strategy”.  An ironic thing about this doctrine is that many JW’s deny that the Watchtower teaches it!

When it is taught, here are the proof texts.  

Matt. 10:16

“Wise as serpents” does NOT mean that the apostles were given authority to lie.  Rather, they were to be able to identify and escape danger as a serpent is able to do.

Josh. 2:1-21; Heb. 11:31

Rahab’s faith is commended.  Her lying is not.

Gen. 12:10-13; 20:1-2, 11

In both of these instances, Abraham’s lies backfired.  His lies are not commended anywhere in scripture.

2 Kin. 6:8-23

I need help with this one!

Matt. 15:1-6; 21:23-27
They also suggest that Jesus oft used teaching technique of answering a question with a question is authority for being evasive when questioned by God’s enemies

The True Bible Teaching About Honesty and Deception
The Bible is very consistent on the fact that Christians are to be honest.  Christians are to love the truth, even if the truth causes harm or inconvenience.  Notice Eph. 4:20-25 on this matter.

4:20
But you have not so learned Christ, 
4:21
if indeed you have heard Him and have been taught by Him, as the truth is in Jesus: 
4:22
that you put off, concerning your former conduct, the old man which grows corrupt according to the deceitful lusts, 
4:23
and be renewed in the spirit of your mind, 
4:24
and that you put on the new man which was created according to God, in true righteousness and holiness. 
4:25
Therefore, putting away lying, "Let each one of you speak truth with his neighbor," for we are members of one another. 

Also, let us read Col. 3:9-10
How did sin enter the world?  Where does deception come from?  Read John 8:44.  Anytime it seems that deception is a good idea, remember where deception comes from.  Christians are to be so characterized by honesty, that they never even have to say, “I promise.”  Think of the strongest, most mature Christian you know.  Now, can you imagine that the only way you would believe something he said is if he said, “I promise”?  This is exactly what Jesus taught in Matt. 5:34-37 and what James taught in James 5:12.

Summary

The Theocratic War Strategy is a key, but lesser known, Jehovah’s Witness doctrine.  It is key because it is how they justify concealing their changing doctrines over the years.  It is how they justify covering up their failed prophecies about the end of time.  Also, it is how they justify their evasive practices in courtrooms.

Ironically, Jehovah’s Witnesses deny that they teach this doctrine!
