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Genesis 1

Plurality In The One God
· Genesis 1:1 In the beginning God (plural) created the heaven and earth
· Genesis 1:26 And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness
· Colossians 1:16, Hebrews 1:2, and John 1:3 teach that Jesus was involved in the creation, thereby showing Genesis 1:26 has to be talking about the Father and Jesus (so Jesus is God)
· Genesis 3:22 the Lord God said, Behold, the man is become as one of us
· Deut 6:4 The Lord our God (plural) is one (united) Lord
-
(echad) united (“one flesh” in Genesis 2:24) not (yachid) absolutely one (“mourning, as for an only son” in Jer 6:26)
Isaiah 9:6

unto us a child is born, ... His name shall be called ... The mighty God, The everlasting Father …

Jesus is the mighty God.

He is everlasting – see also Rev 1:8-13, 22:13,16:

I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending … I am Alpha and Omega, the first and the last … And I turned to see the voice that spake with me.  And being turned, I saw … one like unto the Son of man …  [Jesus is not just the Omega]
Matthew 1:23

… and shall bring forth a son, & they shall call his name Emanuel, which being interpreted is, God with us

NIV - … and will give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel --- which means, “God with us”
According to the scriptures, Jesus was “God with us.”

Luke 3:38 Adam Is Son Of God; Is He God ?
…Enos, which was the son of Seth, which was the son of Adam, which was the son of God.

Opponent’s Argument:  If Adam being called the son of God, proves he was not God, then Jesus being called the son of God, ought to prove he is not God either.

Adam being called the son of God proves he was not God the Father, but does NOT prove he was or was not God (Deity); we learn he was not from other passages.

Jesus is the “Son of God” in the literal sense (Matthew 1:18, Luke 1:31,35, John 3:16), therefore he is God (e.g., the literal son of a monkey is not a man).
John 1:1

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.

Verse 14 - And the Word was made flesh – so “the Word” in this context is referring to Jesus.

"God" (Theos) is also found in verses 6, 12, 13, and 18.  So Jesus is just as much God (Deity) as God the Father is.
Jesus was with God (the Father) and was God/Deity.  That perfectly describes my position.
John 1:1
The Word Is Just “God The Father’s Utterance” ?

But this Word …
· v.3-4 is called a “him”
· v.3 created all things - Jesus, Col 1:16, Heb 1:2

· v.4 in Him was life and light - Jesus, John 8:12
· v.14 made flesh and dwelt among us – (God’s “utterance” was made into a man?)

This passage is clearly talking about Jesus.  It teaches He was there in the beginning with God (the Father), that He was God (Deity) himself, and that He created all things.
John 1:1

God Is The Word Just Like God Is Love -

It Isn’t A Separate “Person” ?

True, God is, for example -> Love, Fire, his Word

Certainly God is a summation of his attributes.
But it did not say:

· Love is God

· Fire is God

John 1:1 says “The Word Was God”
John 10:34-35, etc.
“god” With A Small Case ‘g’
Vine – The word is used of divinely appointed judges in Israel, as representing God in His authority, … which indicates that God Himself sits in judgment on those whom He has appointed.
Does my opponent think that Jesus is a “god’ only in that sense?  If not, then he agrees with me that Jesus is not saying that He is a god in the same sense as these “divinely appointed judges in Israel;” but instead, He is only showing the Jews inconsistent for condemning Him, but not them.

Were these judges “gods” in the following senses?:

· Jesus has existed from the beginning Rev 22:13, Jn 8:58, etc.
· created all things Colossians 1:16, Heb 1:2, John 1:3
· accepted worship Matt 8:2,9:18,14:33,15:25,28:9,17, Heb 1:6
John 17:3

And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent.

This verse doesn’t mitigate against my position, because I don’t believe in two Gods.  If the verse had said just the opposite, “you are NOT the only true God,” then that would have contradicted my view.  So Jn 17:3 can’t contradict my view.
“Only” here is not contrasting the Father with the Son, but the Father with those who are false.  My opponent agrees Jesus is not false.  Compare to:
Isaiah 44:6 Thus saith the Lord the King of Israel, and his redeemer the Lord of hosts; … and beside me there is no God.
· in contrast to idols (8-10), not God the Father versus God the Son

· the Son is included here in “God”– Revelation 1:17 (13), 22:13 (16)
Ephesians 4:4-6 … one Spirit … one Lord … one God and Father of all (“one Lord” doesn’t exclude the Father as being Lord, does it?)

Isaiah 43:11 I … am the LORD; and beside me there is no saviour.  (if this is the Father only from your perspective, what about Jesus? – Eph 5:23, Moses Acts 7:35)

I Kings 8:39 for … thou only, knowest the hearts of … men  (what about Jesus? - Lk 5:22)

Psalms 51:4 Against . thee only, have I sinned …  (what about Bathsheba’s husband?)

Genesis 7:23 … and Noah only remained alive, and they that were with him in the ark
Genesis 22:2 … Take now thy son, thine only son Isaac …
John 20:28

And Thomas answered and said unto Him (Jesus), My Lord and my GOD.
In verse 29, Jesus attested to the truthfulness of Thomas’ statement:

Jesus saith unto him, Thomas, because thou hast seen me, thou hast believed …
Jesus is more than just Lord.  He is God.

Jesus is GOD (Deity).  Jesus agreed to it.
Acts 7:56

But he … looked up steadfastly into heaven, and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing on the right hand of God.  And said, “Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the Son of man standing on the right hand of God.”

Opponent:  How could Jesus be standing on the right hand of God, and be the God he was standing next to?
He is not God the Father whom He was standing next to (you are not debating a Oneness Pentecostal); there are two different individuals/beings/persons (whatever you want to call it) in the one God.

The egg illustration is close, but not perfect:

The yoke sits next to the white, but separately they both can be called egg, yet together they are still one egg.
Acts 20:28

… to feed the church of God, which He hath purchased with His own blood.
· NKJV - … the church of God which He purchased with His own blood
· NASV - … the church of God which He purchased with His own blood
· NIV - … the church of God, which he bought with his own blood
This is obviously talking about Jesus since he is the one who shed his own blood:   (God the Father has no blood)
· Revelation 1:5 And from Jesus Christ …that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood.
· Matthew 26:28 For this is my blood of the new testament, which is shed for many for the remission of sins.
Jesus is God - at least according to the Bible He is
Acts 20:28

People Refer To Their Children As Their Own Flesh And Blood

We can think of rare figurative uses for just about any literal phrase.

But does anybody ever use this figurative use to take credit for dying for someone else, when in actuality their son was the hero?

And furthermore, how could this figure be used to refer to the Father when the Father doesn’t have any flesh and blood?  The reason we say our children are our own flesh and blood is because they physically/genetically have inherited their flesh and blood from us.  This cannot be true about the Father, since He doesn’t have any flesh and blood.  Jesus was Mary’s “own flesh and blood,” but He definitely was not the Father’s own flesh and blood.
The many other places in the Bible that talk about the shedding of the Saviour’s blood are always talking about Jesus (not the Father), and they are always speaking literally (e.g., Rev 1:5, Matthew 26:28)
 Romans 9:5
… Christ came, who is over all, God blessed for ever

· NKJV - … Christ came, who is over all, the eternally blessed God …

· NIV - … Christ, who is God over all, forever praised …
Christ is God according to this text
I Corinthians 11:3

But I would have you to know, that the head of every man is Christ; and the head of the woman is the man; and the head of Christ is God.

Opponent:  Christ is the head of every man.  That means he is superior to us, and we are subordinate to him.  God is the head of Christ.  Wouldn’t that mean the same thing as the Christ being the head of every man?
God the Father being the “head” of Christ does indeed mean that Christ is subordinate to the Father, but it does not mean that the Father is superior in essence to Christ:

· I am subordinate to my boss at work (he is my “head”), but he is not superior to me in essence – both of us are men.

· My wife is subordinate to me (I am her “head”), but she is not inferior to me in essence – we are both human.

· Christ is subordinate to the Father, but Christ is not inferior to the Father in essence – they are both Deity.
Phil 2:6 Jesus . thought it not robbery to be equal with God
Philippians 2:6

Christ Jesus … thought it not robbery to be equal with God

· NKJV - … did not consider it robbery to be equal with God

· ASV - … counted not the being on an equality with God a thing to be grasped …
· Simple English New Testament – He did not think that being equal with God was something to hold onto.
The point of verses 6-8 is that Jesus was equal with God, emptied himself to become a man, a servant at that, and died beyond that.  To say that Jesus was only a man would miss the whole point → that Jesus lowered himself.
It would be hard to be “equal with God” if you were not God (deity) also, wouldn’t it?
Colossians 1:15

Firstborn Of Every Creature

"firstborn over all creation" (NKJV) - indicates that Jesus is supreme over all creatures (not that He is a created being)
this is “firstborn” in position not time, like Jeremiah 31:9:

for I am a father to Israel, and Ephraim is my firstborn

however notice from Genesis 48:14 that Ephraim was the younger; Manasseh was the firstborn:

And Israel stretched out his right hand, and laid it upon Ephraim’s head, who was the younger, and his left hand upon Manasseh’s head, … for Manasseh was the firstborn

verse 16 tells us the very point of verse 15 – everything was created by Jesus and for Jesus – He is supreme !
Colossians 1:16, Hebrews 1:2, John 1:3, Genesis 1:26
Jesus Was The Creator

(with the Father)

· Colossians 1:16 … his dear Son: … For by him were all things created, . all things were created by him, & for him
· Hebrews 1:2 Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds
· John 1:3 All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was made.
· Genesis 1:26 And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness …
Does this sound like Jesus was only “a god” (only a judge) ?

Does this sound like Jesus didn’t exist before he was born ?
I Timothy 2:5

For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus

Opponent:

· mediator (Thayer) - one who intervenes between two …
· For there is one boss, and one secretary between the boss and us, Sally Smith.
But Sally Smith could herself be a boss over the other secretaries.

The fact that Christ is a mediator between the Father and us proves that Christ is not the Father, and that is all it proves.  It does not prove that Christ is not God (Deity) himself, like the Father.

I Timothy 3:16

… God was manifest in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up into glory
NKJV God was manifested in the flesh, … Received up in glory
The person manifest in the flesh and received up into glory is none other than Jesus, and this verse calls Him God.
Titus 2:13

Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ

· NKJV … the … glorious appearing of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ

· ASV … the glorious appearing of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ
“great God” has to be referring to Jesus since it is talking about His appearing (the second coming)
Hebrews 1:8

But unto the Son he saith, Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever ...
· NKJV But to the Son He says:  Your throne, O God is forever and ever …
· ASV but of the Son he saith, Thy throne O God …
· NASV But of the Son He says, Thy Throne, O God …
· NIV … about the Son he says, Your throne, O God …
God the Father calls His Son God here, and where this is quoted from in Ps 45:6.
 I John 4:12a

No Man Hath Seen God At Any Time

But notice John 6:46:

Not that any man hath seen the Father, save he which is of God, he hath seen the Father.
Since “no man hath seen God (physically, literally) at any time,” but Jesus has seen God in this sense, then Jesus must not be just a man.  Right?
When did Jesus “see” the Father?  Wouldn’t it have been before he was born physically?

No man has seen God the Father as He is only Spirit (John 4:24), but since Jesus “was made flesh” (John 1:14), that flesh could be seen by man.

I John 4:15
Whosoever shall confess that Jesus is the Son of God, God dwelleth in him, and he in God.
· Both Peter (Mt 16:13-18) and Phillip (Acts 8:37) made this confession in totality.  They truly believed that Jesus was God’s Son.  Never do we read of anyone having to confess that Jesus is “God” to have God dwell in them and they in God.
But my opponent agrees with me that Thomas correctly confessed Jesus as being God (John 20:28), so he has no point here.
· My opponent affirms in this debate that “Jesus is God”, yet this passage does not teach that.
No, but many other passages teach that Jesus is God (John 20:28, John 1:1, Acts 20:28, etc.).

· I wonder why the Bible doesn’t say, “Whosoever shall confess that Jesus is God”.  Could it be because he is not?
Actually, when we confess Christ as the Son of God (Acts 8:37), if we mean that literally (Mt 1:18, Lk 1:31,35, Jn 3:16), then we are confessing Christ as being God (Deity).  The literal son of a monkey is not a man.

Revelation 3:12

Jesus Calls The Father His God

Him that overcometh will I make a pillar in the temple of my God, and he shall go no more out: and I will write upon him the name of my God, and the name of the city of my God, New Jerusalem, which cometh down out of heaven from my God: and I will write upon him my new name.
Yes, and the Father also calls Jesus “God”:

· Hebrews 1:8 But unto the Son he saith, Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever …
· Isaiah 9:6 unto us a child is born, ... His name shall be called ... The mighty God, The everlasting Father …
If both the Father and the Son are Deity, then it would be appropriate to call either one God.

Revelation 3:14

Beginning Of The Creation Of God

"beginning of the creation of God" indicates that Jesus is “first in rank,” not first to be created

beginning (Strong’s #746) – (b) authority, rule , ruler (Wigram-Green)

examples of the “first in rank” meaning for #746:

· I Corinthians 15:24 have put down all rule and all authority
· Luke 12:11 and when they bring you unto the synagogues, and unto magistrates, and powers
· Luke 20:20 deliver him unto the power and authority of the governor
· principalities, principality Romans 8:38, Ephesians 1:21, 3:10, 6:12, Colossians 1:16, 2:10, 15, Titus 3:1

Jesus wasn’t created:

Micah 5:2 whose goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting
John 1:3 All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was made  (see also Colossians 1:16, Hebrews 1:2, Gen 1:26)
Pre-Existence Of Jesus

Jn 1:30, 15 … After me cometh a man which is preferred before me:  for he was before me … He … is preferred before me:  for he was before me.
John 6:62 … ye shall see the Son of man ascend up where he was before
John 8:58 … Before Abraham was, I am.
John 17:5 … O Father, glorify thou me with thine own self with the glory which I had with thee before the world was – existed before world was
Philippians 2:5-7 … Christ Jesus:  Who, being in the form of God, … made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men. – who made himself of no reputation ?
II Corinthians 8:9 For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, that ye through his poverty might be rich. – when was Christ rich ?
I Cor 10:4 (the Israelites) did all drink the same spiritual drink:  for they drank of that spiritual Rock that followed them:  & that Rock was Christ.
I Peter 3:19 By which also he (Christ) went and preached unto the spirits in prison – when did Christ preach to the spirits that are now in prison ?
Micah 5:2 whose goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting
Jesus Is Co-Eternal With The Father

The Father:

Isaiah 44:6 Thus saith the LORD the King of Israel, and his redeemer the LORD of hosts; I am the first, and I am the last; and beside me there is no God.

(note that the tetragrammaton is used here to refer to both the Father and the Son, and together they make up the one God)

Jesus:

Revelation 1:17 … Fear not; I am the first and the last
Revelation 22:13 I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end, the first and the last.
Isaiah 9:6 For unto us a child is born … and his name shall be called … The everlasting Father
Micah 5:2 whose goings forth have been … from everlasting

Passages Referring To The God Of The OT
Are Applied To Jesus In The NT
Psalms 102:25-27 (1,22-24) / Heb 1:10-12 (8-9):

And, Thou, Lord, in the beginning hast laid the foundation of the earth; and the heavens are the works of thine hands:  They shall perish; but thou remainest; and they all shall wax old as doth a garment; And as a venture shalt thou fold them up, & they shall be changed:  but thou art the same, and thy years shall not fail.
Isaiah 8:13-14 / I Peter 2:8 "a stone of stumbling, and a rock of offence" (Ephesians 2:20 = Jesus)
God is identified by the “tetragrammaton” (God’s name) in each of these Old Testament passages.
Terms Referring To The God Of The OT

Are Applied To The Son
· Isaiah 10:20-21 / Is 9:6 "the mighty God"

· Exodus 3:14 / John 8:58 "I AM"

· Isaiah 44:6 / Rev 22:13 "the first & the last"
· Psalms 93:1-2 / Micah 5:2 (Matthew 2:4-6) "from of old, from everlasting"

· Deut 10:17 / Rev 17:14 "Lord of Lords"
God is identified by the “tetragrammaton” (God’s name) in each of these Old Testament passages.
 When Speaking Of God,

Many Passages Are Referring To The Father
John 6:27  … unto everlasting life, which the Son of man shall give unto you: for him hath God the Father sealed. 
Make application to passages like:
· No man hath seen God at any time ... - 1 John 4:12a

· … believe in God, believe also in me. - John 14:1
· If any man willeth to do his will, he shall know of the teaching, whether it is of God, or whether I speak from myself. - John 7:17
· The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. - Mark 1:1
· Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with all spiritual blessings … in Christ - Ephesians 1:3
Other times “God” refers to the Godhead as a whole – Genesis 1:26 And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness …
The one God (Godhead) consists of Father, Son, and HG (Mt 28:19).  Since each of them is Deity, it is proper to call any one of them God.
What About The Passages That Say There Is One God?
Examples:

· For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus - I Timothy 2:5
· And Jesus answered him, the first of all the commandments is Hear O Israel, The Lord our God, is one Lord - Mark 12:29
· But to us there is but one God, the Father, of whom are all things, and we in him … - I Corinthians 8:6

These passages are not ruling out Jesus as being God/Deity anymore than “one Lord” in Ephesians 4:4 rules out the Father being Lord:
· Son - I Cor 8:6 one God, the Father, … and one Lord Jesus  (also Acts 1:21, etc.)
· Father - Mark 12:29 The Lord our God, is one Lord  (also II Cor 6:17-18, etc.)
· Father and Son - Matthew 22:44, Psalms 110:1 The Lord said unto my Lord …
There is one God / one Lord as opposed to false Deities/Lords.  That one God (Godhead) consists of Father, Son, & Holy Ghost (Matthew 28:19).  The one God / one Lord contrasts are never meant to rule out the other two individuals in the one Godhead.

“Son Of God” Implies Jesus Is Not God ?

Opponent:

If Jesus being called the “Son of the Father” (II John verse 3) proves that Jesus is not the Father, why doesn’t Jesus being called the “Son of God” prove that Jesus is not God?
My opponent is the son of his father.  That proves he is not that father, but does not prove that he is not a father himself.

“I am the son of a human, Ken Donahue” implies:

· I am not Ken Donahue

· I am human (if speaking literally)

The phrase “Son of God” does prove Jesus is not the same as God the Father.  (many times the word “God” refers to God the Father)  But “Son of God” does not prove that Jesus is not “God the Son.”
Jesus is the Son of God in the literal sense (Mt 1:18, Lk 1:31,35, Jn 3:16), so he is God/Deity (the literal son of a monkey is not a man).
If Jesus Is God, Why Doesn’t That Mean There Are Two Gods ?

I decline to debate the Godhead question, three persons or one, because I don’t think it is necessarily important that we understand how God can be three in one.  I don’t understand it completely myself.
· I don’t even understand how my own spirit dwells in my body.  (Where is it located, in the brain?  If so, what part of the brain?)  But that doesn’t keep me from believing the Bible’s teaching that I have a spirit.
· I don’t understand where heaven is exactly.  Where did Jesus go when He ascended “up” to heaven (Acts 1:9-11)?  Is it in outer space somewhere? <grin>  But not understanding that does not keep me from believing the Bible’s teaching that there is a place called heaven.
· Likewise, I don’t completely understand how God can be three in one, but I still believe it anyway, because the Bible definitely teaches it.  It is simply a matter of trusting God and His word (Isaiah 55:8-9).
Just for your consideration, I like the egg illustration.  There are three parts of an egg, but any one part of that egg by itself can be called “egg.”  If you eat an egg yoke for breakfast, you are still eating egg.  (ditto with the egg whites).  The same is true about God.  The one Godhead is made up of three parts.  Each one of those parts can rightfully be called God. 
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