Lesson 4 – Instrumental Music In Worship
Introduction

As we begin to discuss spiritual topics with others, the topic of instrumental music often arises, because it is so uncommon to find those who denounce the mechanical addition, as we do.  The peculiarity of this belief begs that we study this issue, so that we may solidify our integrity and provide a “ready answer”.  Furthermore, our decision on this question reflects severely upon our deepest attitudes toward God, which also demands that we consider this matter diligently.
Questions:
Please answer each of the following “real world” objections by presenting a persuading “case”, complete with the most powerful Bible passages you can find.  (Choose 1 or 2 verses.)
1. How would you answer? “So, you are the ones who think it is wrong to worship God with instruments?”




2. How would you answer? “But, everybody uses instrumental music to worship God?”




3. How would you answer? “But, the Bible does not tell us not to use instruments!”




4. How would you answer?  “Romans 4:15 and 5:13 teach that there is no transgression, where there is no law.  God has not forbidden instrumental music, so it cannot be considered a transgression.”



5. How would you answer? “But, the Bible speaks of praising God with instruments of music!”





6. How would you answer? “The New Testament book of Revelation contains numerous references to instrumental music being employed by the saints!”




7. How would you answer?  “David used instrumental music with his psalms, and we are commanded to sing psalms (Ephesians 5:19; Colossians 3:16); therefore, we can use instrumental music, just like David!”


8. How would you answer?  “Both Greek words, psallo and psalmos, are commanded in Colossians 3:16 and Ephesians 5:19.  These Greek words both include the idea of instrumental music.”




9. How would you answer? “Mechanical instruments are just an aid to God’s command.”



10. How would you answer?  “How can it be wrong to praise God using my gift?”




11. How would you answer?  “But, I have seen people healed by the music I've played unto the Lord.  I have felt and witnessed the power of God through my music, and I know others have also.  How can something so bad produce so much good?”





12. How would you answer?  “Paul’s words are not commanded, because they are not preceded by a ‘Thou shalt’ or ‘You must’.  Plus, Paul was only an apostle.”





13. What do you think about listening to “Christian rock and roll” music as an individual, like in your car?





14. How does our decision here, and others’ decision on this issue, reflect upon our attitude toward God?  What can it show about our hearts?



15. Feedback:  What other explanations, excuses, or answers have you heard or observed for instrumental music?





16. Feedback:  What other points would you like to have covered on this issue?
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