Lesson 20 – Cross-Examining Calvinism
God’s Sovereignty and Man’s Depravity
Introduction

Calvinism is one of the most pervasive and destructive doctrines that is taught among the majority of Protestant denominations today.  Many people have never heard of Calvinism, yet they are accepting of its beliefs.  The arguments can seem easy at first, if you are only familiar with one side.  However, honestly evaluating the other side can be overwhelming.  In this study, we seek to identify fundamental errors and subtle barriers that must be highlighted to convict the Calvinist.
Questions:
Please answer each of the following “real world” objections by presenting a persuading “case”, complete with the most powerful Bible passages you can find.  (Choose 1 or 2 verses.)
1. Is Calvinism important for us and others to study?  Why or why not?




2. How would you answer? “You do not believe in the sovereignty of God!  Calvinism elevates God by magnifying His sovereignty!”




3. How would you answer?  “Calvin’s theology has been the definition of orthodoxy since the early church!  How can you believe such a heretical, liberal view?”




4. How would you answer?  “Do you believe God is omniscient?  Then, if so, does He not know your sins before you commit them?  Are you not therefore predestined to commit sin by God’s foreknowledge?”





5. How would you answer? “The Bible clearly teaches that God predestined us, then called us, and then justified us (Romans 8:29-30).  We were predestined before being saved based on His good pleasure (Ephesians 1:3-11)!”





6. How would you answer?  “John 1:12-13 clearly states that our salvation has nothing to do with our will.  We are entirely saved by God’s will!”




7. How would you answer?  “Romans 9:8-21 teaches that God saves whoever He wants to save, regardless of what we want or will (see especially, verses 11, 15-20)?”






8. How would you answer?  “God is absolutely sovereign, but man is responsible for his sins. This is a divine paradox and mystery.  It cannot be understood or reconciled by our limited human mind, but it must be accepted and believed.  Who are we to question God (Romans 9:20)?”






9. How would you answer?  “Ahhh, this is an academic discussion.  People have been arguing this for hundreds of years.  We can ask God to explain this when we get to heaven.  (”





10. How would you answer these proof texts on total depravity?  Jeremiah 17:9; Romans 3:10-12




11. How would you answer?  “The Psalmist plainly declares that he was born sinful, ‘Surely I was sinful at birth, sinful from the time my mother conceived me.’ (Psalm 51:5, NIV)”




12. How would you answer?  “No, you misunderstand.  I do not believe that I am born a sinner – only sinful – not guilty of sin – only conditioned to sin.”





13. Feedback:  What other arguments have you seen that favor Calvin’s view of God’s sovereignty and our total inherited depravity?





14. Feedback:  What other points would you like to have covered in this lesson?
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